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Montana De artment of Transportation David A. Gait, Director

2701 Prospect Avenue Judy Martz, Govemor

PO Box 201001

May 7, 2064 Helena MT 59620-1001

-i-w~ ~ w- P'ide

J anice W. Brown, Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration (FHW A)

2880 Skyway Drive

Helena, MT 59602-1230

STPP-F 72-1(1)10 (CN 1016)
Belfry -North

Subject:

The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) is hereby requesting FHW A '5
concurrence that Section 4(t) of the 1966 U.S. Department of Transportation Act (49
USC 303) does hot apply to the picnic area West of Wisconsin Street for this project,

The following doc1.1mentation is incl1.1ded for yO1.lr reference:
Attachment 1 -Resource description and applicability of Section 4(£)
Attachment 2 -Site map and photo
Attachment 3 -March 4, 2004 letter to Mr .J ed Landsman- Y ankin

Please rehlrn Attachment 1, signed, if the FHW A concllIs that Section 4(£) is not
applicable to the picnic area west of Wisconsin Street.

~

Attachments

Copies: Bruce Barrett, Administrator -MDT Billings Distric
Paul Ferry, P .E. -MDT Highways Engineer
Tom Martin, P.E. -Consultant Design Engineer
John Horton, Jr. -MDT Right-of-Way Bureau Chie:
file

An Equal Opportunity Employer

A. Riley, P.E. 0-

Acting Bureau Chief
:MDT Environmental Services Bureau
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ENVIRONMENTAL

Attachment 1
Belfry -North STPP-F 72-1(1)10
Picnic Area West ofWisconsin Street- Section 4(1) Applicability

Location and Site Descril2tion
The picnic area is located between Broadway Avenue and Vaill Avenue west ofWisconsin Street
(MT 72) as shown on attachment 2. The picnic area is in a school district parcel across the street
from the Belfry K-12 School. This parcel size is 615 sq m (6620 sq ft) and is currently used for
teacher and visitor parking as well as a picnic area. The parking area is adjacent to Wisconsin
Street and the picnic area buffers the school parking from local residences. The parking area is
approximately one-third of the site and the picnic facilities and undeveloped area cover
approximately two-thirds of the site. The facilities on the picnic area includ~ two picnic tables, a
shade shelter, and a swing. There are several trees on this parcel.

Ownershil?:
,Th~par-c.el is-.{),vne&~ the &.}P.-.;r School Distl"ict-34. Tllel"e[\:tiVrthi,olandi-s collsideieJ publicly
owned.

Significance of Site
This parcel (both the picnic area and the parking) is open to the entire public at all times.
According to led Landsman- Yankin, Superintendent, these facilities are occasionally used by
travelers along MT- 72 who will stop at the picnic facilities. The local community has access to
extensive playground facilities behind the school and therefore they are not inclined to use the
facilities on the picnic site. This picnic area is not used as a school playground and the school
does not perform any routine maintenance of the facilities. The picnic area has no official
designation as a park or recreation area. ..

The official with jurisdiction over the site, the Superintendent, was consulted by letter on March
4, 2004 (refer to attachment 3). Although the Superintendent has not responded in writing, he
did state in telephone conversations on March 12,2004 and on May 5,2004 that he believes that
the site was developed as a buffer between the school parking and the residences and that is its
main function or purpose. He has stated that the picnic site is not significant to the community as
a park or recreation site, especially when compared to the other school playground facilities.

Applicability of Section 4(£) (23 CFR 771.135)
23 CFR 771.135 (a)(I) pertains to "land from a significant publicly owned public park, recreation
area, " Although the picnic area is publicly owned and it is open to the entire public; it is not

"significant" as determined by the official with jurisdiction, the School District Superintendent.

Concurrence on Findings
Based on the above information, 23 CFR 771.135 does not apply to the picnic area west of
Wisconsin Street. The FHW A's concurrence is requested on this fmding and that no further

~ tia ~~ews are needed for this site.

eanA. Riley, p~
Engineering Section Supervisor
MDT Environmental Services Bureau

Conc Date / ! #;fy 0'1

Administratjon



ATTACHMENT 2

Belfry School Picnic Area,

left side of photograph

(view from MT 72/Wisconsin

Street, looking north)

I Belfry School Picnic Area on Map



A1TACHMENT3

DAVID EVANS
ANOASSOCIATES INC

March 4, 2004

Belfry K-12 Schools, Districts 34 and 3
P.O. Box 210
Belfry, MT 59008-0028

Attention: Mr. Jed Landsman- Yankin,

Superintendent

STPP-F 72-1(1)10
BELFRY-NORTH
(PPMS-OPX2 Control #!!lli!)

Subject:

Dear Mr. Landsman- Yankin,

You may recall a letter David Evans and Associates, MDT's project consultant, sent you on May
31,2002 to inform you of the above-referenced highway improvement project on MT 72. This
letter is to request School District No.34 to be a Cooperating Agency on this proposed project in
accordance with the U.S. Department of Transportation's Federal Highway Administration
(FHW A) regulations under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEP A, see 23 CFR
771.111(d)).

The proposed project's current route on Montana Primary highway route #72 adjoins both the
school grounds along Wisconsin Street's easterly side between Vaill Avenue and Carbon
Avenue, and the school district's parking and picnic areas on both sides of Broadway Avenue
ending at its "T" intersection with Wisconsin Street. These areas are between MT 72' s
"Reference" (Mile) Posts IO.8:i: and 11.O:i: on Belfry's easterly side, with the school grounds
located in the N .W. Y4of the N. W. Y4 in Section 14 within Township -8 -South, Range -22 -
East. The parking and picnic areas are located in lots 19 -24 of block 9 and lots 1 -2 of block 16
in the original plat of Belfry's townsite in the N.E.Y4 of the N.E.Y4 in Section 15 within Township
-8 -South, Range -22 -East.

Alternatives

The proposed project is a full reconstruction that will involve selection of a route through Belfry.
There are three alternatives under consideration within Belfry. They include the No-Build
Alternative (MT 72 remains on Vaill Avenue and Wisconsin Street), the Railroad Alignment
Alternative, and the Broadway Avenue Alternative. Copies of the documentation describing this
proposed project with maps for this proposed project's alternatives are enclosed.

133 I 17th Street Suite 900 Denver Colorado 80202 Telephone: ~ 1969 Facsimile: 720.946.0973
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Mr. led Landsman- Yankin.
S uperintendent
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March 4, 2004

As shown on the attached maps, the No-Build Alternative and the Railroad Alignment
Alternative do not result in any roadway changes to Wisconsin Street between Vaill Avenue and
Carbon Avenue in front of the school. However, in the Railroad Alignment Alternative, the
regional traffic would be diverted from Vaill Avenue to the Railroad Avenue Alignment and
therefore the traffic passing by the school would be substantially reduced.

The Broadway Alternative includes improving Broadway Avenue as MT 72. Consequently, the
Broadway Avenue and Wisconsin Street Intersection would be reconfigured so that Wisconsin
Street would be closed at this intersection. As shown in the attached figure, this closure provides
an opportunity to include a cul-de-sac or school bus turnaround on Wisconsin Street in front of
the school. This proposed cul-de-sac or turnaround would encroach into the school-owned
picnic area on the west side of Wisconsin Street.

Section 4(!) Regulations

Regulations under 49 U.S.C. 303 (Section 4(f), pertain to public parks and recreation areas,
wildlife and waterfowl refuges and historic sites that are considered significant by the agency
with jurisdiction over the land. Therefore we need your assistance in detennining the
applicability of Section 4(f) to school property in tnis area.

This proposed project's Broadway Avenue Alternative may be under the provisions of"Section
4(f)" of the 1966 US. Department of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 303). These provisions Q!!lY
apply if the School's lands are used and/or designated as any of the following:

Parks and/or Recreation Areas;a.

b. Wildlife/Waterfowl Refuges;

c. Sites eligible for inclusion, or in the NA TIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES under Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470). ~: MDT has conducted
Cultural Resource Surveys to identify these sites, and none were located-on School's

parcels. );

and/or

d, Lands managed for multiple-use with specifically-designated recreational, or wildlife/
waterfowl management sites, and under statute(s) providing for same. This only applies to
those same specific site/s.

Although the School's parcels could be classified "Section 4(/)" in either items "a." or "d."
preceding, this proposed project will not require use of those for new or additional easements
under its No-Build or Railroad Alignment alternatives. However, as stated previously, the
Broadway Avenue Alignment Alternative could require use of the school property, especiallyon
the west side ofWisconsin Street. Therefore, the School is requested to provide information on
the following:



ATTACHMENT3

Mr. led Landsman- Yankin.
S uperintendent
Page 3
March 4, 2004

if the School's parcels are open for public (e.g.: "recreational" such as in a park) use at any
time other than for school-related activities; and

if "yes" to the preceding, are these parcels (including the parcels on the west side of
Wisconsin Street) considered significant for such use within the unincorporated community
of Belfry.

A written response to this Cooperating Agency request and a response to the preceding 4(!)
items, is needed for the environmental documentation on this proposed project. Please send
your response to the address on the first page. MDT will provide a copy of the ROUGH DRAF:
environmental document (currently, an Environmental Assessment) on this proposed project for
review by the School District as a Cooperating Agency.

:720) 946-0969 to discuss thisIf you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at

request.

Sincerely,
DAVID EV ANS AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

~~~

Debra Perkins-Smith, AICP

Vice President

Copies Bruce H. Barrett, Administrator -MDT Billings District N~ 5
Carl S. Peil,P .E. -MDT Preconstruction Engineer
Thomas S. Martin, P .E. -MDT Consultant Design Engineer
John H. Horton, Jr. -MDT Right-of-Way Bureau Chief
Timothy W. Reardon, Chief Counsel -MDT Legal Services
Dave M. Hill, Chief- MDT Environmental Services Bureau, w /attachments

Jean A. Riley, P .E. -MDT Environmental Services Engineering Section Supervisor
Carl D. James, Field Operations Engineer- FHW A MT Division

Attachm ents/Enc losures

Initials: srsa

File Name: P:\MOOT0000-OOIJ Belfry North\ADMIN\Letters\4(f)Impacts School-MDT+DEA.doc
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Montana Department of Transportation (MDT)    Belfry North Project
F STPP 72-1(1)10 CN 1016

Alternatives within the town of Belfry
Three alternatives are under consideration within the town of Belfry and are described here.

No-Build Alternative
The No-Build Alternative is the current MT 72 alignment and configuration. In the town it is
located on Vaill Avenue and curves northward in front of the Belfry School on Wisconsin Street
and proceeds north on the existing alignment. There would be no change in roadway, pedestrian
or parking conditions under the No-Build Alternative. MDT would continue to maintain the
highway.

Railroad Alignment Alternative
This alternative would create a new alignment for MT 72, relocating it from Vaill Avenue and
Wisconsin Street to Railroad Avenue on the western edge of town. The alternative would begin
on MT 72, south of Railroad Avenue’s present intersection with S-308. It would follow Railroad
Avenue to its current terminus in town and continue north on the old MW&S Railroad alignment
to North Dutch Lane. With this alternative, Vaill Avenue would be closed one block to the east
to create a safer tee (“T”) intersection where S-308 intersects with MT 72. The realignment of
MT 72 to the west side of town would divert through-traffic away from residential Vaill Avenue,
and would reduce the amount of traffic in front of the Belfry School. To improve the connection
between the business district and the new MT 72, the first block of Broadway Avenue adjacent
to the new MT 72 alignment would be improved and reconstructed.

Broadway Avenue Alternative
Under the Broadway Avenue Alternative, the MT 72 alignment would be shifted one block north
from Vaill Avenue to Broadway Avenue. This alternative, like the Railroad Alignment
Alternative, would begin near the existing MT 72/S-308 intersection. This intersection would be
redesigned into a tee (“T”) intersection, eliminating the connection to Vaill Avenue to improve
the intersection.

From the S-308 intersection, the MT 72 alignment would continue north along Railroad Avenue
to Broadway Avenue and follow a 40 kph (25 mph) curve to join MT 72 to Broadway Avenue
west of Montana Street. The section of Broadway between Railroad Avenue and Wisconsin
Street would be improved with parking and sidewalks on each side. At the Wisconsin Street tie-
in, the current 3-legged intersection at Broadway Avenue and Wisconsin Street would be
modified to a curve, and Wisconsin Street south of Broadway Avenue would be disconnected
from Broadway Avenue. In front of the Belfry School near this curve, a segment of Wisconsin
Street would be reconstructed into a cul de sac, which would be accessible only from Vaill
Avenue and Yellowstone Avenue. The cul de sac would provide drop-off and turn-around access
to Belfry School for school buses and parents. From the Wisconsin Street curve, the Broadway
Avenue alignment would proceed northerly on the existing MT 72 alignment.

srsa
Attachment 3
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Railroad Alignment Alternative
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Attachment 3
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Broadway Avenue Alternative

srsa

srsa
Attachment 3



From: <JLandsmany@aol.com>
To: <dps@deainc.com>
Date: 5/7/04 9:09AM
Subject: (no subject)

May 7, 2004

Debra,

    I had one incorrect letter in the address......hope this works!
Jed

May 5, 2004

Hi Debra,

Belfry School District #3 is interested in being a co-operating agent
regarding the "Belfry-North" highway project.

To the best of my knowledge, the "picnic area" across the street from the
entrance to the elementary building is not a significant area.  It is
occasionally used by people passing through town.

Please call me if there is anything I can do to help you.

Jed L-Yakin
Superintendent, Belfry Schools 




